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Statement of Opposition to Wind Turbine Development in the Wild Creek Watershed,  
Penn Forest Township, Carbon County, Pennsylvania 

 
Juniata Valley Audubon Society's Policy regarding wind development states that, 
 "Industrial wind development on forested ridges creates a suite of ecological problems that 
 outweigh the benefits of a renewable energy source.  Since many birds and bats use our ridges 
 as migratory pathways, tall towers with spinning blades cause almost certain mortality.  In 
 addition, large clearings for turbines and an extensive network of roads through forests create 
 forest fragmentation, which is also a negative impact on forest birds and bats.  For these 
 reasons, as well as many more, the Juniata Valley Audubon Society opposes industrial wind 
 development on forested ridges." 
 
Specifically, if the first of two wind turbine applications proposed by Atlantic Wind, LLC are approved, 
up to 37 industrial wind turbines would be constructed, impacting three forested mountains in the 
Wild Creek Watershed:  Stony, Pohopoco, and Call Mountains.  These turbines, with their associated 
turbine pads and wide road clearings, will cause extensive forest fragmentation resulting in up to 292 
acres of cleared forest.   
 
If the second application is approved, the project will contain 28 turbines in linear rows impacting 
Pohopoco and Call Mountains, with up to 203 acres of forest being cleared.  We know that roads and 
clearings through forests invite invasive plant species, more avian predators, and more ATVs.  None of 
these are beneficial to forests and their inhabitants. 
 
Wild Creek Watershed produces some of the cleanest water in the nation and is designated by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection as an Exceptional Value Watershed.  It is the 
undeveloped forest that makes this water so clean.  Additionally, this water sustains thousands of 
people and businesses in the Bethlehem area.   
 
Not only do the extensive tracts of forests provide clean water, they also provide homes and 
sustenance to a number of birds that are species of special concern in Pennsylvania:  the Osprey, 
Broad-winged Hawk, Whip-poor-will, Brown Creeper, Wood Thrush, and Golden-winged Warbler breed 
in the Wild Creek Watershed.  Birds that depend on vast forested acreage are also found in this 
watershed.  In addition to the Wood Thrush, Pennsylvania has a global responsibility to provide large 
areas of unfragmented forest for the Scarlet Tanager since more than 19% of the population breeds in 
Pennsylvania. 
 



The Wild Creek Watershed is located in the Appalachian Raptor Migration Corridor and partly within 
the Kittatinny-Shawangunk National Migration Corridor.  Raptors use the watershed as stopover sites 
during migration.   
 
The forests found in the Wild Creek Watershed are some of the most rare and unique habitats in the 
world.  The habitat areas are called Yellow Run Barrens, Pitch Pine Barrens, Hell Creek Barrens, and 
Pine Run Woods.  The term, "barrens," is often misleading as people think it is an area bare of trees 
and other vegetation.  These barrens are actually lush with vegetation, but the trees are stunted and 
don't grow as tall as in other forests.  Yellow Run Barrens contains a scrub oak-heath-pitch pine 
natural community that is unique in Pennsylvania and should be maintained through prescribed fire.  
Pitch Pine Barrens is also unique and rare in the state.  Hell Creek Barrens contains a Pennsylvania 
endangered and globally rare plant species of concern, while Pine Run Woods is a maple, oak forest 
and scrub oak Shrubland Natural Community.   

In 2005, when The Nature Conservancy completed a Natural Areas Inventory of Carbon County, they 
noted that no threats or disturbances were present in the Wild Creek Watershed because the 
Bethlehem Authority protected almost the entire watershed.   

The Nature Conservancy recommended,  

 "Continued protection will not only serve to protect these important municipal water supplies 
 into the future, but also provide critical open space and wildlife habitat. It will serve to benefit 
 the bird species of special concern [Osprey] and, perhaps, attract additional nesting pairs to the 
 lake. The plant species of concern would be harmed by a loss of overstory and reduction in 
 water quality at this site."  

Sadly, in 2013, the Bethlehem Authority leased thousands of acres in the Wild Creek Watershed to 
Atlantic Wind, LLC.  If the project is built, most of the watershed will become an industrial zone for 
energy production. 
 
Juniata Valley Audubon Society supports properly sited wind projects, but an industrial wind project in 
the Wild Creek Watershed is clearly inappropriate.  We urge the Bethlehem Authority to focus on the 
generation of clean water and the protection of special habitats and species by protecting the forest. 

A recent study, "Return on Environment," which was partly funded by Audubon Pennsylvania, shows 
the importance of undeveloped forests in Carbon County.  To quote,   

"WE	CAN’T	AFFORD	NOT	TO	PROTECT	CARBON	COUNTY’S	OPEN	SPACE" 

 "The	first	rule	of	ecology	is	that	everything	is	connected	to	everything	else.	Whatever	we	do	to	natural	habitats—
	 good	or		bad,	big	or	small—ripples	through	the	economy.	Simply	stated,	the	loss	of	open	space	costs	more	than	
	 we	know.	Losing		natural	resources,	like	trees	and	good	water	quality,	is	a	significant	strategic	choice.	Natural	
	 systems	provide	a	form	of	insurance	or	risk	management.	They	work	24	hours	a	day,	365	days	a	year,	and	
	 have	been	doing	so	for	the	last	10,000	years,	free	of	charge.	" 

Sincerely, 
Catie Farr 
Catie Farr, President 
Juniata Valley Audubon Society 


